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SEARCH is Another Way to Spell BLESS!
by Cindy Holloway

Being so grateful for all that God has given me, I
have always had a heart for those Jesus identi-
fied in Matthew 25:33-40 as the least of these

brothers: those in need of food, clothing, companionship,
and compassion. Back in 2009, having just completed a
board position with one of our local mission partners, I
was looking for a new place to serve. Although
I didn't know it at the time, Gilly Brooks, who'd
relocated to Houston from Perth, Australia, had
felt "a heavenly nudge" to reach out to the home-
less population in her new city. So when MDPC's
Outreach Ministries posted an article asking for
volunteers to work with their long-time mission
partner SEARCH Homeless Services, we both
recognized it as the opportunity the Lord was
providing for us.

We made our first monthly visit to SEARCH
on December 2, 2009, and have continued to
recruit church members, family, and friends
to work with us ever since. The core group
that now joins us each month includes Fran
Bossert, Judy Ebling, Carol Hewell, and Mary
Gwen Hulsey.

The nice thing about volunteering at SEARCH is that,
not only do we feel we've made a difference in the lives
of hungry Houstonians and had a good time in the pro-
cess, we help our mission partner SEARCH conserve
funds for life-changing programs instead of hiring extra
kitchen workers.
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SEARCH was founded with the idea that
families need more than a meal or a place to
sleep. They offer many services designed to
get people who are homeless back on their
feet as productive citizens. To fuel the work
of rebuilding their lives, our MDPC team con-
centrates on preparing and feeding hot, nu-
tritious meals to hungry clients. Wearing our
BLESS caps, we greet them with a smile, of-
fering kindness and dignity as they find a lit-
tle respite from life on the street. Sometimes
our work is behind the scenes in the kitchen
under the guidance of kitchen director Billy
Roberson. We also try to bring a little fun and
diversion to the morning by playing Bingo
in the dining room with anyone who wants
to join in. Everybody hopes to win a prize;
things we take for granted, like new socks,
a sweatshirt, or snacks, are so appreciated
by these men and women who have so little.
Win or lose, they all forget their troubles for a while and
ask when we'll be playing again.

If you'd like to help, contact Cindy (cph49@live.com)
or check out SEARCH online at searchhomeless.org.
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